Why ASL?

A common misconception
about American Sign Language
is that it is a simple translation
of English, when it’s really a
whole different language.

Native Deaf ASL users have
many of the same challenges
with reading and writing in
English as others for whom
English is a second language.

Signed languages have a
grammatical and sentence order
very different from spoken and
written languages, making them
difficult for sign language users
to translate effectively.

People who were born Deaf to
hearing parents often
experienced language
deprivation during the critical
period of language acquisition
in their early years. For these
individuals it’s even more
challenging to successfully learn
to read and write English.

GET INVOLVED

Your support is wanted
and welcome; you do not need
to know sign language to get
involved.

Interested? Email us at:
info@pdacaa.org

or come to our online meeting,
the last Sunday of the month

3:00-4:30 PM Pacific on Zoom:

e https://us02web.zoom.us
e Meeting ID: 870 9615 8719
 Passcode: 188373

e All A.A. members are
welcome.

We appreciate contributions
from all AA members and
groups.

Venmo: @PDX-DeafAccess

Checks: Portland Deaf Access
Committee, PO Box 68173
Portland, OR 97268.

Learn more at

PDACAA.org

WHO WE ARE

Since 2001 , the Portland
Deaf Access Committee has
worked to help Deaf alcoholics
access AA meetings and General
Service in the Oregon and
Vancouver, WA area.

We are members of AA, both
hearing and Deaf, and follow
AA’s 12 Traditions; we are not
affiliated with any other
organization.

Our primary purpose is to
support AA groups and members
in carrying the message to Deaf
alcoholics.



WHAT WE DO

PDAC helps AA groups

carry the message to the Deaf
alcoholic who still suffers.

We serve AA groups in Oregon,
Vancouver WA and zoom ASL
Deaf AA groups registered in
Oregon Area 58.

* We hire professional ASL
interpreters for AA meetings
and pay those interpreters for
their services. We ensure the
interpreters are skilled,
familiar with AA, and
committed to anonymity.

* We cooperate with AA
Access Committees, groups
in the Oregon/Vancouver
area and ASL DeafGroups
registered in Area 58

» We keep an up-to-date
calendar of interpreted
meetings at PDACAA.org.

e We cooperate with AA
Access Committees and
groups in the Oregon/
Vancouver, WA area.

HOW WE DO IT

WEe are the liaison between
Deaf AA members and AA
groups. PDAC pays for
interpreters by accepting
contributions from AA groups,
districts and individual AA
members. In keeping with AA
Traditions we have no other
affiliation and accept no outside
contributions.

Our service positions include a
chairperson, alternate
chairperson, secretary, treasurer,
interpreter coordinator, and
liaisons to each regularly
scheduled interpreted meeting.

We hold monthly business
meetings that are open to all and
cooperate with AA as a whole
through regular attendance at
Portland Intergroup and Oregon
Area 58.

Our monthly treasurer’s report
is available to all by request. We
appreciate your support and
want you to know where your
dollars are going!

Deaf Alcoholics in

General Service

General Service meetings
are where members coordinate
AA outreach to alcoholics
looking for help in jails, prisons,
hospitals and treatment centers.

Thanks to support from local
Districts and Oregon Area 58,
for the first time there is now a
growing number of Deaf AA
groups represented at District
and Area business meetings.

Responsibility

Statement

Whenever anyone, anywhere

reaches out for help, I want

the hand of AA always to be
there, and for that, I am
responsible.
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